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APLENDIX D

1. Introduction,
2, Work as a ZAMPOLIT,
3. Reactions among Soviet troops to recent events -
{a) Doctows! Piot
gb% Death of Stalin
a) The events of 17 June 1953 in ZJastern Ceruany
d) Anti-Soviet feelins in Poland
(eg The Amnesty
(f) The Arrest of Bz
L4, Criminal Ofrfences, !
5. ‘Yomen Scrving in the Arwy Croup in Gozvaany.
6, Morale oi troops in Gerusny and in Russia,
7. Defsctions.
8, Leaflets.
9. Broadcasts.
1, . Introduction
This Appendix contains invormasion on the woirk o a Zampolit (Political
Oiticer) and on morale and reactions to »olitlucl cvents among Soviet troops  50X1-HUM
in Germany during the 1952-1953 peviod. | |

2. York as a ZMTOLIT

l ' |

50X1-HUM

/and wowe !
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Tho poidiwical valks wore guife formal, and gave
rise to no porticular discussion,  Sowetimes, however, soms { | iistenors,
the great majority of whom werc peasants, would contrive to siip in a romark 50X1-HUM
which showed very clicerly whos they were fhinking., . For cxample, in a ®alk
on tho develiopmunts within the Soviet Union, explaining pordy theory on
transition iron sociolisa to communism or the Like, ono soldier would interrupt
with the cuession, "end why s thore so Little broad in the viliages"?  This
wouid have %o be dealt with, in-wost cases by oxplaining sternly that the
cucseon had nothing to.do with the subjent’ under discussion, - ‘ 5OX1 _HUM
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et

3" - Rogctions among Sovict froops io rccent cvents,

50X1-HUM |

Th Feastion when The doctors were rchabilitated was quiterdificront,
This decision wos trcated with a certain mmount of contempt bocause it sccmod
To brung the whole systwa nwo disrcpute, | 50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM
\ 4 [ @Whon the doath was. announced 50X1-HUM
there wos no cxeiteiwint of ony kind, no svceial mectings, and no dircciives
\ .
Live Turever deuth wos somotihing that casic to everyone end 50X1-HUM

”‘hu appointwent of IALJI\OV as lrlmc Hinister

suse everyone hod expected it MO S0X1-HUM

arousddno partieuiar feelings

caie &8 o great aurcrisc bu
The appointment oy D GAL

[T Jalbhoush DELGMNTIH is o civilian in uniform he had becn Deronce

Minister berdor:, ond ot g nesural that he should become it again, The S0X1-HUM
apnointiunt o ZIUKOY, on whe other hand , was recceived with obvious plcamurc. -

ZIUKUV i3 s5iil a wve )f ponuler Piourc amonc soldiers | 50X1 _HUM

the portraxt hnd not dussppearcd, but that as ZHUKOV was no longer actively
cvoncerned with siliseny eioirs in Gormony there was no particular recason %o 50X1-HUM
digploy has porirot., |

(O) The Jvents oif

17 Juns 1953 in Eastern Germany.

the dnti-Uounist Tiots of Juno 1953 arfoctod | T+the STAAKEN
‘m..;rl.,on only to o Linited oxtent, Troops were alertéd-on 17 Junc 1953 and
the stoue of cuioreoncy Instad mtdi 29 Tine

50X1-HUM

peitries and Jotrols wore roinforcedand all lcave was cancoiicd,

Locve for cil ofd 0TS, wn particuior for sub-unit coumanders, had alrcady

buen Liavged frowm i Juno until 31 August 1953, It was Oiilcla.Lly explained

that thuse Leave rostrictions were conncoted unh the summer train:ng period, ,

Vhe : 50X1-HUM

‘ anti-Communist riots were dirccted not against

the Russians but ’\'a.lnst the Commnist Gormon Govornment, The Germans wore

friendliy 's:owaros the Russian troops ali the time, There werc no hostile

activitics cpainst Soviet personinel, and the Russian soidicrs obscerved the

unusual situaton with typlcally Ruusmn indifference, Apparcently the Arny

Group H.Q. @id not oxpect frowbic from fhe Gormans bucause all precautions

/were taken
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were token in order to provent an "eoftack frow the iest", H 50X1-HUM
"Everyono” (in the Sovict Aruy) belicved fhat the whole affair - ‘ - !
v ared in the West and dirceted by - Hesturn a.u_nts. The Russions.

cons:‘.dcrcd the Germens unable %o orgonisc anything scrious without. foreign
heip, and the attitude of the Gerunma population tovards Russizas during tho
riots justiried this opinion,  On tho other hond the. YussJ.un officers were
rq’ahur improsscd by tht unexpeoicd scale of the riois. 5OX'] "HUM .

tructions given by the 24 Adr Army Political
Bronch aiso mcdo cleor that troops ought %0 understond that the action hod :
been organised in the West and wes o typical cxauple of o hostile JWestorn
provocation,

Later on, wiwn all was over, the polit:cal off':ccrs werc 1nst*‘umud

“$o condess" in the POLITN U;{I/.AJ.S.[M lectures tha.'ﬁ the Gurman govornuent had
gone too far in their weonomic and political policy (CHAVITELSTVU {UL0

S NEMTSAM:) and that chanses in the wmeehod of introduction oi the German
Communis® economic policy wore neccussary, This explanction 4id not 1-nprv.,ss .
she sndirfercint mass oi° Sovict O.Rs, but the oivicars come o the conclusion
- that a "NEP" would be introduced in the Zastern Aom. of Geruony, as wos Gonu
©in the U.S.3.R. aftor the 1917-1921 puriod.

ERTR SR

50X1-HUM
(d) Angi- 1—Sov1(, fOb.L.J']fl in Polgnd, ‘in"x'ornn—_

tion about Poisnd usdaiiy roachios tic Govict froops in Gerimany  through Soviet

persoinel returiniag via Poland frow lcawe Nussia. There were no roports

of any anti-Sovict riots ia comncetzon with she vvends in Bostern Gormony.

\ | the Soviet pursonnul Za Gemiony consider the political. 50X1-HUM ‘

avwosphere to be .ach worse in Pulond (os &8 anti-Soviet focling is-

wnocrnud) then in Goriany, ' '

The Lasest nows to wcach the Sovied o 1 the STALKEN rea wos of
ain attept to wreck o Suvici tronsit dro Fursoancl roturning
from lceve sproad a s‘cory Lh,.;u in April or ¢oxly Foay.195) a Sovict trali wos

i

dorailed botwoon. WARSN ond the Soviet froavicr, It wos raaoured that $ho
Poles had been trying to kill Col. Gen. SHEZEINKC, wio was on ids way from
MOSCUW fo BIRLWAI,  Gen, SHTEE WKO cvoided whe crash buccusce he loft HOSCOW
one day iator than hoad been plovmed, There wore very iow casualéics in dhe . 50X1-HUM

wrocked train, | Soviet worsonnel prooceding o or from
Russia did not foel vory sano on "'o',n:.i.sh 0l

oA | Sh 50X1-HUM

rshal 205U 5()VSL)1¥ up«,nds o couplc of inronths

offincrs in Germany “"kaow" thot

cach yeor in Russic pucovering fron cticumpts on his idso,
(c) The Am -.;ty ‘ \_1’:11;, Amesty eousdd Livile 50X1-HUM
comment amuing Sov IOCCCS A Gormony.  The Aray awshoritics stressod fhe
Alrm

importance of the amcsty, ond POLItAsnl pursoinet wore instructed to anko os
meh propegonds w8 possibic cbout it. Speciol proecrds with che text oif tho
aimesty were distribused o oll unris, 1 lcowures the Zopolits
strosscd how just tho Fordy wes. Awmong the oiticers she szmoesty geve rise
to some sarcastic rowcrks c.g. thot the réfs of eriaineld oifonces would rise
whon peopils froiw the cops and prisons storted their "acw ife', This
oninion acppcarcd to be juswiiied when Q_Y‘.L'.- oLls from th: Soviet Union affor
the Amecsty started to wallk about a now wave of orimes coumitted by pc,o;uo
rclonsed from prisons and corrcutive lsbour cowps,

i1 SDe

50X1-HUM
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(f) The Arrw_g‘qi: BRI, The announcemcnt of tho removal of BERIA 50X1-HUM
roachodI:rby Yoy of ©h wircloss, Thoro worc mo speeial meotings,
no spocral dircciives, end no advence informaizon on the subjecd, nor had 50X1-HUM

there beon any chongoes ‘off ‘any lcx_nd \
[ ] The -avormetion wes rasscd on to the troops in the ordinary way 50X1-HUM
in accordance with the o cial vorsion -~ that it was “the best oxample of ,

the spirif of juswice which reigns inside $he Party..." - and did not appoar 50X1-HUM
t0 causc any particuler cxoitcucnt,]
\ J there hod boen trailtors discovered in |

the U.S.5.R. ia the past and no doubt there wouid be in %he futurc. When it

was suggested li| it vas a 1itdie peouliar that No.2 in the Cabinet, 50X1-HUM
who had been an cotive Bolshovik all his 1life, should be suddonly siased to

be a traitor and %o ho.v.. been an agent of the dmperialists Tor yoars, and

this on the word of hus Cobiict co.L.Lc,'\g,uus m.u.'chom: BER bulng glvc,n any

opportunity to soy o word in :

" produccd,
|
\

50X1-HUM

\ | nawty wectings to be conwvencd first at tho higher levels
20d then down %o the howor Lovels ot miturvals of a fow days. Thus on the 50X1-HUM
Wednesday af'tor vho anaounncicat off the fall of BIRIA o divisional party

weeting was hold, the sgonde hoviag alroady boon proparcd ai Corps lovei and
with a Corps pa_ccy *wwsl,,.tamw on uttnndancu. On the Frlday o Bastalion

party mcoting wo : held 50X1-HUM
‘Division =ewem |
4o Oriminel Uffenccs : ‘ 50X1-H U M

\ at iloast 10-15% of tho Sovict Armed Foroes O.Rs. 50X1-HUM

in Guruwony and in che Uslion ore in prison, ~ Thig cstimadc is bascd on
sxpicios with the KONTRRAZVADKA,  In Gormony[  |tho S50X1-HUM

purcontage Ox senvonces 1s oven. highor thon :n the U.S.S.R,

50X1-HUM

the ETRUITIY coap ds aldeys overcrowded in spite of the fact that they nover
kocp oustoumers longur thon two or tlwec days. Bvery day a special railway
truek leoves the wadn tronsit comp fuil of soldiers under sentenee, who aro
.usually- sent uadur oscort oif special troops, in onc of the Russia~bound
tronsis troins,

The ‘wain oi.cnccs are drunkenncss, contact with Goerman isomen, assoults’
on womwn, brogthes of discipline, theft cte.

_ Komsomol mombors are much loss 50X1-HUM
-disciplined thon non-Porty soldicrs, In 454 Air Mainicnance Battallion, which

/consistcd
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consisted mainly of peasants who were, on tho wholo, casior to diseipline
than towmsfolk, the 33 Party mombers and the 200 or so Komsomol mombors
normally supplbd morc than 90% of dofaulters, - The remaining 120 non-Party
soldicrs were in gencral the best~disciplindlgroup in the battalion,

L \'oi"f'ic_ors carmot stand 1ifs in the Army Group in 50X1 -HUM
Germany,. Their stondard of civilisation is not wvory high; thoir intcrosts
arc limitod, In Russia the groatcr part of them spond their off duty timo

drinking or amusing thomsclves with women., In Germany they arc confined to
barracks, drinking is forbidden, any contact with Germon womon is considored.
a crime. The Russian women sent to the Army Group arc not very numerous
and arc in gencral disliked by thoir countrymen,  Officers thoroforo drink.
illegally and hoavily, look for Gorman womcn, whom thoy ofton assault, and
many of them ultimatcly get bored to dcath, tircd of constant supcrvision and
restrictions, and commit suicide, Tho usual scasons for officers! suicide
attempts are the Moy and-November festiviiies. Evory yecar the samc story
ropcats itself, The Army Commanders orgenisc confercnces for aemior
officers, order speeidl precautions, patrols and chocks, mobilise tho political
poersonncl instructing thom to inorcasc "vigilance": and the results are
exactly the same as they were in provious ycars, In 24 Air Army alonc,
during the threc days of the 1952 Novcmber festivitics, cight officers, all
of them young men, committed suicide. In November ‘1951 one young of'ficer
shot dead ‘three of his follow officers and committed suicide., I% was "an
officors! bottle perty®. There wore also cases when officors, caught by the ‘
patrols with German woimcn, fought desperatcely and uscd their fircerms, In !
Novesber 1951 a young officer caught by the patrol and appaxrently ofraid of ' |
the conseguenceos, Jilled the Gormon woman and commiticd suicide before the men '
of the patrol had time to disarm him, ' »

- . 50X1-HUM

Assanlt on women appoors, | |to be a. Mradition" in
the Soviet Armed Forces, | [scveral cxempics of officers!
"affairs" which wore published in Army ordeBs., In spring 1952 an Artillery
Coptain raped a 13 yoar-old Gorman girl and was scntonced to cightoon yoars®
imprisonment. In carly July, 1953 two captains from unifs of 37 Air Tochnical
Division gave a 1ift %o two German women. Thoy attompted to rape them in tho
truck but the women resisted fieroely. The officers shot both women doad and
left the bodics on the road, Thoy were scntencod to cight yoom in corrcotive
labour comps. ’ :

5. Women Scrving in tho Army Group in Germony 50X1-HUM

| tho idea of scnding Russian women to the Army
Group in Germany in ordcr %o prevent officers and O.Rs, from boipg demoralisod
by German women has not proved very succcssful in practice, The majority of
the Russian womcn cngaged for scrvico in Gormeny, both military personncl and
oivilian cmploycos, arc of a very low standerd in all respocts and aro very
unpopular among the malec personnel, They are gencrally rude, ill-monncrod,
tactlicss and vory ambitious, 411 these typists, waitrosses, cleaners, cooks,
cto., demonstratc thoir dislike of O.Rs. ond scck for a fricndship with officers
and if possibe with the sonior officers., The very fow women officers gonorally
bohave docently. Most of the women arc, héwever, undisciplined; +they drink
hoavily and their language is ofteon onriched with tho choicest specimens of
tho Russian "spccial" vocabulary, On the other hond thoy connot be punishod
like the male soldiers, ond commondors arc often helpless and do their best to
got rid of them as soon as possibie, The position is muich better in Army or
Group HQs., where the female personncl is specidlly selccted; bub in the units
thoy are often unbcarablie, There worc cases when o unit commander discovered
a "private party" of naled women and officers completcly drunk in tho officers!
quarters., :

~ /Thero is
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Thero is in FRANKFURT/ODER o tronsit comp for wonen arriving from or
returning o Russia, At one timc there wiere 800 prognant. scrvice girls
aw'utlno trﬂnuport to the Soviet Union.

' ‘O.Rs. hato and despise the female 50X1-HUM
sorvice personnel, Thoy are offcended by the oititude and behaviour of the
giris ond thoy dc.onstrate their hotred in cxactly the same way as the girls
decmonstrate their disiike of the O.Rs. All aticupis by coumanders and
political officcrs to improve this unhealthy atmosghere have faiied,
| | the highor authoritics realised that tho wholo affair -~ 50X1-HUM
wos & faillro, and thot this ves probably the roasen why new roplacements .
duc to srrive in Germany in 1953 did not arrive and the nusber of women in
the Aruy Group decreascd considorgbly. .

6. lboralc of troops in Gormony and in Russia : ‘50X1-HUM

'

w \ hbout tho wmoralc of the ‘Soviet Forces

in Germany ond at home, the usual. storics about lack of confidence

as betweon . officers and O,Rs, the wrong attitude of the higher authorities

tovards the massos of sorving‘pcrsonnol, scvere punishmonis, political .super-

vision, ¢to, But in spite of all this | _ _|in the cvont of . 50X1-HUM
war Soviet officcrs and O,Rs,,would fight woll, - In particular tho troops in

‘ . Geruany would fight, beeouse war would mean for them the end of barrack

\ discipline and spoical rerulations, They would have excitement, spirits,

‘ ' wormen and "trophies', o

50X1-HUM

Russion soidiors are weil trained, thoy trust
their weopons and they belicve that thore would be no shortage of equipment
as wos the case in the disastrous rotreat of L3941. For .o long time Soviet
officers viere afraid. of atomic weapons, H bombs ete, At present thoy feel
iuch better, belicving that the Soviet Union is also in posscssion of these
powcrful woapons,  Hence tho popqu .,.Lon T19431 will never be ropoated

agoin" and the offensive spirit ticeablc in all tactical leotures and
conferences in spite of poliftical "peace loving" 50X1-HUM
spoochos and f‘rlendj.y suggestions, a hostile cttitude towards the Wost is :

still cultivated in the Jrued Forcos.

7. Dofoctions

Thore were no defections from any units | | S0X1 _5HOL)J(I\,/II HUM
nor was therc any official instruction on tho subjoct or discussion - '

of it with the troops, | lonly one instance in which 50X1-HUM
an order had come through about.a defector: in this cage a man from anothoer -
unit, who hid been apprehendod owing to the vigilonce of a soldier| | 50X1-HUM

\ | The order, which was shown to all Zempolits of the battalion,

stated that the soldier concerned wos to be commended for his exomplary conduct 50X1-HUM
and that tho defcetor had boon handed over for trial to a military tribunal, -

This order was read out on parade, and although the order 'said nothing of the

sontonce which had beon passed, rumour very soon rcporicd that the man had

beon scentenced to 25 years.

50X1-HUM

| the @ofoctor situation

bocause of gossip with the frontier guerds who were gucrding the boundary
betwoon the Russian zone | lot STAAKEN, These frontior guards 50X1-HUM

vwero -not M.V.D, troops, but ordinary infantry. They were under the cormand

of the BERLIN Komandatura, and had free aciess in their own transport to BERLIN,

Thoso troops talked frooly| 50X1-HUM

/as woll as
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| | 50X1-HUM

\ [derections wore quite

freguent and thot there had been only one instante in which had . 50X1-HUM

hr.ndod o def'oator back. Souae dofocitors had broodeast fron the other sido; 50X1-HUM

\ |

\ | In

another casc a sconior scrrocont had actuaily been scon by the frontior guards

oa the .othor side, | 50X1-HUM

Absence Tor wore than too hours recuired lmmedinte notification o the ‘
bastalion, while i the cventd of cbsence ror more than 24 hours the division
had %o be alerted, and -there were also standing ordors dealing with search
partics, irontior waraings, :nd SU. 1ur'ch

C. ILeatlcts | 50X1-HUM

| |
l |
‘ A STALITH thoro wore four cucasions whoen leaflots vere Groppc‘d
Yy balieon, Un voch orcasion thuio had buon-en dinscdiatc alara (rost, if not
all off tiw "raids’ ouuwrred s oche-gioll hours of the worn. ‘ng) and the lcaflets
were promptiy gethuvred up under $he direcuion of the battalion Zanpolit and

" all burnt on whe spot, with whw uxoepiion of onc copy uf cach Lleaflet which 50X1-HUM
. was attached to the repori scnt by tiw babtaiion Zarpolit to Brigade H.Q.

‘ (Proy
Nig duscrdiption of tThe rcailets they were oI NIS origin, ) | ‘

‘ | hen osked ii thowe wure any :nstructions fo discuss Leaflicts 50X’] -HUM
Ti%n The troops in vrder To aasver any criticism of the regime which they might’
contoin. |

S. Brosdemim - | ~ 50X1-HUM

i% ves nut cosy o hoor becausc off the Jamming, and as they were scparated
iroa sheir noighbours in the barrecks uvnly by a piy-wood door, it wes often no¥

wosgible to increcse the volume sufvicicntly to make the words audible, 50X1 'HUM
/their. ...,
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